
From the Rectory... 
 

First of all 1 would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who worked hard to 
prepare both Churches so beautifully for the festive season. The Christmas Tree Festival at St. 
James', Gawsworth, was spectacular.  On the day when 1 walked through door with my three 
year old great niece, she stopped in her tracks, looked at the trees and then shouted "WOW!" 
which said it all really. Particular thanks must go to Keith Yearsley, who gave organ recitals 
every single day, and also of course, to Ida and John Nettleton for once again seeming to take 
up residence in the Church for the duration, assisted by Peter and Victoria Clampett, and to the 
hardworking team of folk who provided superb refreshments, manned the variety of stalls in 
the Church Hall, and welcomed our many visitors. 

So much of village life depends upon good teamwork by committed volunteers.  Our parish 
councils, Churches, schools, village halls, scouts and a host of other local organisations depend 
upon new people coming forward to replace those who, having made their contribution, make 
way for new people with new ideas.  

The Church is really a community of people (not a building) made up of lay and ordained 
members. It meets for worship a few hours each week, but what is the Church doing the rest of 
the time? Well, much of our time is spent in our jobs, in our communities and with our families 
and friends.   Most of the time, the Church is dispersed. This is part of our Christian calling, 
part of our mission, to be out there in the wider world. Our weekly worship gives us an 
opportunity to come together, it strengthens us for service and helps us seek guidance from 
God regarding how we are to serve Him, in the name of Jesus Christ, in the days ahead.   The 
question is not whether we serve Jesus throughout the w eek - it is how do we serve Him?  

Many Christians are not used to thinking of themselves as Ministers, however, everyone 
who is baptised is a Minister, commissioned to go out and serve in the world around them. 
Some people are better at sharing the gospel in words, while others are at sharing it through 
their actions; visiting the sick and lonely, helping those in need etc. And when Christians work 
together they are often more effective than they would be alone. 

This year, new people will be needed to help keep our Churches open for regular worship 
and moving forward. One of the first tasks Jesus did when he began his ministry was to gather 
a team of people together to share the work. Those first disciples were a mixed bag; they often 
made mistakes and sometimes fell out with each other. Being part of a team isn't always easy. 
But it is what God calls us to be and those first disciples got there in the end, with amazing 
results. 

So what might God be calling you to do for Him this year, for His Church and for the wider 
community? 

With my best wishes for 2020. 
Coli\n Wilson 

 


